
ECVN Diploma Examination Timetable 
 
The exam will take place over three days. 
 
Day 1: Tuesday 18th of October 2016 
General introduction 09:00-09.30 
Short answer questions 09.30-12.30 
Neuropathology 13.30-15.00 
Videos 15.30-17.00 
17.00 Intro to DICOM viewer 
 
 
Day 2: Wednesday 19th of October 2016 
Neuroimaging 9.00-10.30 
Electrophysiology 11.00-12.30 
MCQ 13.30-15.30 
 
 
Day 3: Thursday 20th of October 2016 
Oral 8.00-17.00 (depending on candidate number) 

  
 
 Short answer questions 

This will last 3 hours for 18 questions. Neuro-anatomy (embryology, applied and 
structural neuroanatomy), neurophysiology, neuropharmacology and different 
aspect of clinical neurology (including treatment and diseases) will be examined in 
this section. Question format may comprise: extended match questions (EMQ), 
tabulated answers, complete the sentence, true/false, and short answer. 
 

 
MCQ 

This will last 120 minutes and consists of 75 questions. Candidates will be asked to 
select the best answer for a question from four or five options. . Each question will 
represent 1.33% of the total mark of this section. All areas of neurology and 
neuroscience may be examined in this section. 

 
 
Neuro-imaging 

This will last 90 minutes and consists of six (6) clinical cases and four (4) theoretical 
questions. The six cases will be presented with a DICOM viewer (Onis viewer 2.5) on 
the computer (http://www.onis-viewer.com). It will examine the candidates’ 
abilities to recognize, describe and interpret lesions (anatomical level, orientation, 
type of imaging modality used, lesion characteristics), list special anatomical 
landmarks and to form a differential diagnositic list and main diagnosis. Four 
theoretically based questions on imaging will also be included. Candidates are 
expected to know basic imaging features in small and large animals. Basic knowledge 
is defined as what is included in general diagnostic imaging textbooks and articles. 
Question format may comprise: EMQ, tabulated answers, complete the sentence, 
true/false, and short answer. 



 
 
Neuropathology 

This will last 90 minutes and consists of 10 clinical cases. Questions provide some 
background information on the case and use gross (macroscopic) and 
histopathological (microscopic) images. You may be asked to interpret images 
(describe pathological changes), outline the pathogenesis, state additional 
diagnostic tests, provide pathological/morphological and/or the aetiological 
possibilities. Question format may comprise: EMQ, tabulated answers, complete the 
sentence, true/false, and short answer. 
 

 
Electrodiagnostics 

This will last for 90 minutes and consist of three questions. It will examine the 
candidates’ abilities to perform an electrodiagnostic exam, their knowledge of the 
underlying electrophysiological events that generate common waveforms, their 
interpretation of normal and abnormal waveforms and their ability to form 
differential diagnoses from these tests. 
 

 
Video based practical questions 

This will last 90 minutes and consists of several videos of clinical cases. The main 
emphasis is on lesion localization and assessing the most likely differential diagnosis 
or diagnoses. Question format may comprise: EMQ, tabulated answers, complete the 
sentence, true/false, and short answer. 
 

 
       Oral examination 

Two or more examiners, who may be accompanied by an observer, will conduct the 
oral examination. Candidates will have 40 minutes preparation time to review 
details of three (3) cases, which include small and large animals.  The cases will form 
the basis of a structured oral examination. The main emphasis of the oral 
examination is to test the candidate’s ability to provide a step-wise logical approach 
to a clinical case.   

         
 
Question formats in the sections short answer questions, neuropathology, 
neuroimaging, electrophysiology and video based practical questions: 
 
• Extended matching questions (multiple choice but with more choices or more 

complex choices) 
• Tabulated answers – complete tables with answers selected from a list, or candidate 

specified answers comprising just a few words 
• Complete the sentence question: A sentence has a blank space(s) left in it, which the 

candidate adds their own answers. 
• True/false questions 
• Questions requiring a phrase or one or two sentences 
• A simple diagram may be requested to supplement a descriptive answer 
• Images may be used to support the question 


